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The eighth Discworld novel!This is where the dragons went. They lie . . . not dead, not asleep,
but . . . dormant. And although the space they occupy isn’t like normal space, nevertheless they
are packed in tightly. They could put you in mind of a can of sardines, if you thought sardines
were huge and scaly. And presumably, somewhere, there’s a key . . .

From School Library JournalK-Gr 2-Big Pirate Pete and his parrot, Igor, loudly find their way into
the local library where their map indicates a buried treasure. Library Lou, the quick-witted
librarian, requests that Pete shower, change clothes, and come back quietly the next day. She
teaches Pete about the 25 letters besides the "X" and shows him how they work together to form
words. Pete finds his treasure in books by Dr. Seuss, Mother Goose collections, and Arnold
Lobel's "Frog and Toad" series. He discovers classics like Treasure Island as well as the
nonfiction section. After becoming a voracious reader, he returns to the library to thank Lou for
helping him discover the riches of reading. Lou hangs a sign on the library door that says,
"Pirates Allowed." Detailed color cartoon illustrations of characters and settings in sharp contrast
lend themselves to conversations about strong character types and reading anywhere (including
on a pile of rocks surrounded by seagulls). Rhyming text and steady pacing make this book a
good read-aloud for Talk Like a Pirate Day or National Library Week.-Lindsay Persohn,
University of South Florida, Tampaα(c) Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.About the AuthorRhonda Gowler
Greene is the author of more than twenty-five children’s books. Among other honors, her books
have been named a Bank Street College Best Children’s Book, an ILA Children’s Choice Book,
and a School Library Journal Best Book. Rhonda remembers watching the first lunar landing on
live television. “It was hard to comprehend that humans were walking on the Moon, but to
actually see it happening? Amazing. I’ll never forget that night, sitting in front of our black-and-
white TV, watching two brave astronauts walking and hopping on the surface of the Moon.” A
former elementary school teacher, Rhonda lives in Orchard Lake, Michigan. Learn more at
www.rhondagowlergreene.com.Brian Ajhar has illustrated numerous picture books
including Gone with the Wand, Home on the Range, A Burst of Firsts, The Meanwhile
Adventures and The Giggler Treatment. Brian’s recent books, Mugs & Beards and In Character,
focus on his work as a character designer for animation. He is a New York Times best-selling
artist whose work has appeared in many prestigious magazine publications. Brian is also a
guest professor at Syracuse University and University of the Arts. He currently lives in
Canadensis, PA with his wife, two sons, and their yellow lab, Vanilla. More about Brian Ajhar and
his work including character design reels can be found at Brian’s website.
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Marcia Quinney, “Discworld at its best. This is one of the books I suggest when someone asks
me where to start with Terry Pratchett (Wyrd Sisters is the other) - so many wonderful characters
make their first appearance, plus dragons! I bought this copy because I had given away the last
one I had - highly recommended!”

Mister Rockett, “Couldn't put it down. After starting with Color of Magic and Light Fantastic this
one was a stark improvement. Sharper wit, more engaging narrative and a lot more to say.”

Marina, “Hilarious, clever, and with a subtle dark edge. I hope Death is taking good care of Sir
Terry Pratchett, because when he comes to take me to the other side, I’d like to kiss Sir Terry on
the mouth. Because I’m in love.I don’t think words like clever, witty, cynical, hilarious, dark, wise,
and gut-busting-funny really do justice to his writing, but it’s kind of all of those combined and
you get this amazing writing that is both funny, clever, and underneath it all incredibly dark and
somewhat sobering. But how else do you point out to people all that is wrong with humanity? No
one wants to hear what’s wrong with humanity unless they want to become a deeply depressed,
chain smoking, alcoholics. So you do it the only way that will get people to listen: you disguise it
as a joke. So that people can laugh, sigh, and say “that clever bastard” and go on with their day
without thinking of drowning themselves in a bottle of gin.I’ve been holding off on starting Terry
Pratchett’s works for years because the collection is so massive and apparently you don’t start
with book 1. After hearing about his passing, however, I knew I just had to do it. Since there are
several viable starting points, after some consideration and research, I decided to start with The
City Watch collection, as it is lauded as one of the funniest and best books in the collection.The
book is about the city of Ankh Morpork and it’s Watch. “The city wasa, wasa, wasa wossname.
Thing. Woman. That’s what it was. Woman. Roaring, ancient, centuries old. Strung you along, let
you fall in thingy, love, then kicked you inna, inna, thingy. Thingy, in your mouth. Tongue. Tonsils.
Teeth. That’s what it, she, did. She wasa … thing, you know, lady dog. Puppy. Hen. Bitch. And
then you hated her and, and just when you thought you’d got her, it, out of your whatever, then
she opened her great booming rotten heart to you, caught you off bal, bal, bal, thing. Ance. Yeah.
Thassit. Never knew where where you stood. Lay. Only one thing you were sure of, you couldn’t
let her go. Because, because she was yours, all you had, even in her gutters…”If you take a city
and turn it upside down, put criminals in charge, and the “respectable” folk at the bottom you’ll
have something vaguely resembling Ankh Morpork. Cover it in trash, alcohol, and feces and
you’ll be much closer.Like any true fantasy this book has it’s heroes, it’s tyrants, it’s would-be-
kings trying to beat the tyrants, secret societies, magical books and artifacts, and of course, last,
but never the least: dragons.We go to the gutter to find our anti-hero Sam Vimes, Captain of the
Night Watch, a depressed alcoholic brought low by a woman. The woman in this case is Ankh
Morpork herself, his true love, his city. Our other hero is Carrot, a six foot Dwarf who may not be



a Dwarf after all do to human genetics, in possession of the most non-magical sword in
existence. And of course, Srg. Colon and Srg. Nobbs. Oh, and the Librarian mon— beg pardon,
Ape. Who may have been a man once. They are all brilliant, lovable, and while slightly cowardly,
ready to stand behind their Captain.Then there is of course Lord Havelock Vetinari, who is the
city’s ruler, a tyrant who you probably actually don’t mind having in charge, since he’s not very
tyrannical, but a very effective ruler. He demands greats respect and you have to give it him,
because if you didn’t he’d send men to come and take it away.It takes a threat to the city, to the
livelihood of all it’s criminal citizens, to get the good Captain out of his drunken malaise and turn
him into the cynical, brooding, anti-hero his city needs, but never knew it wanted. That threat, of
course, is a dragon, for what other creature could disturb a city that is already run by organized
crime.But a dragon is only a dragon after all, and it will do what a dragon will do. That is, hoard
anything shinny, set things on fire, and demand a human snack to appease its hunger.Full of
puns, wordplay, and humorous cynicism this book would give Monty Python a run for its money,
all while showing just how petty some powerful people can be, and how heroic some pathetic
people may turn out to be. It a one in a million chance, but it just might work.The question is: Are
you feeling lucky, punk?”

Karen, “Wonderful. I have all of Discworld in hardback, but with age comes eyes that need a bit
of help, so I am slowly putting my favorite ones on this.All of the characters are great, Captain
Sam is at the top of my list of favorites.”

J. Edgar Mihelic, MA, MA, MBA, “An unqualified recommendation. The last few weeks, my
reading has been monopolized by the mind of Terry Pratchett. I have been sucked into the
Discworld, and I am just fine with that. I sought out experts on which order to read the books,
since there is no one straight linear way to read the books.I read the entire sequence centered
on Death (and his extended family) first, since my introduction to the world of the Disc was the
movie version of _Hogfather_.I bought the first one, _Mort_, just to see if I would like it. I liked it
well enough; I bought the next two books in the series on the Death story-arc. A quarter of the
way through the second book, I bought the final two books of the arc.I neared the end of one of
those books and I bought the first three books from the "Guards" story-arc. At this point, I have
only read one of those books, the first _Guards, Guards_. I was pleased, since I have to admit
that I was a bit worried about the continuity of quality between story-arcs. Was I just interested in
the character of Death, or did I like the world as a whole?It turns out that I like the world as a
whole, and this is a huge strength of Pratchett. I want to learn about all the inhabitants and read
all the stories, no matter how tangential. I don't usually keep many books in my wish list, but it is
now filled up with Discworld books. He builds a world like Vonnegut did. There are many familiar
elements of the world we inhabit but there is the magic element that rips from genre fiction: what
Vonnegut did with science-fiction, Pratchett does with fantasy elements.There are a couple of
things about the series generally that I really enjoyed. The first is what you try to develop as a



writer, a unique voice. I've been struggling on finding the right word to really describe what I
would characterize as Pratchett's voice. It is arch and tongue-in-cheek and just fun if you've
read enough. He's a post-modern Tolkien, but that's a little off.Secondly, he is funny, and he's
not afraid to go for the easy joke. There are puns-galore, if you like that sort of thing. I happen
to. There is one very memorable one that he just sort of sneaks in during _Soul Music_. He
takes the reader 90% of the way to the pay-off but allows the slow dawning to set on the reader,
so that a bad pun feels like it was done masterfully. Which it is, it really is.If I had to make a
critique of the books in the series that I have read so far is that I have read them too fast. My wife
often tells me to slow down and enjoy the books you like, but I seldom listen to her. I should
have here. There have been a couple of times that I enjoying the ride so much, I didn't even
bother to remember what I had just read. I had to go and reread the last 50 pages of _Guards,
Guards_ because of this. I enjoyed it too much.Otherwise, this is an unqualified
recommendation for the Discworld books.  Spend some time there, you won't regret it.”

Rebecca C., “Start here newbies! This one first!. I love STP books. I have done for about 18
years.I bought this one for my bro to introduce him to discworld, this is where the fun starts. The
earlier ones are a bit clunky.He’s been drip reading it for months. But he does send me a quote
now and then that made him laugh. Another one converted. Albeit at the pace of brexit.”

V. O'Regan, “An excellent blend of comic fantasy and political satire. Terry Pratchett’s ‘Guards,
Guards’ was originally published in 1989 and is Book 8 of The Discworld series and Book 1 of
the Ankh-Morpork City Watch series.I had originally read its paperback edition years ago and
welcomed this opportunity to reread. I again complemented my reading with its unabridged
audiobook narrated by Nigel Planer.A young man named Carrot arrives in Ann-Morpork. He had
only recently been told that he is actually a human rather than a dwarf. The king of the dwarves
had written to the ruler of the City and secured a position for him in the City Watch. Carrot is
assigned to the Night Watch led by Captain Sam Vimes. The Night Watch are a ramshackle
group and the source of much comedy.It turns out that insurrection is in the air as a secret
brotherhood is plotting to overthrow the Patrician and replace him with a puppet king. They have
found the key to a dormant, lethal weapon that even they don't fully understand. The plan is to
unleash a campaign of terror on the city.With this reread I can appreciate why ‘Guards, Guards’
has become such a favourite with Pratchett’s readers. It also marks the point where Pratchett
began incorporating elements of political satire alongside his broad comic fantasy.It was a great
read and it has dragons. Lovely dragons including plucky little Errol.”

Mr JWS, “and it was fantastic... This was the first Discworld novel I ever read... under strong
recommendation from my brother whom speaks very highly of Terry Pratchett and he was an
author I just never got round to reading.... however over the Christmas relaxation period I found I
had some free time... I finally picked up a copy of the book and read it... and it was fantastic.... I



now understand where my brother was coming from. Also... I'm going back now to read the
books in chronological order.If you're reading this as a Terry Prachett fan then this review is
pointless for you... but if you're on the fence and looking for a good place to start... I found this
book a very good introduction to the Discworld universe!RIP Terry Prachett!”

tess, “Not a fan, but enjoyed this very much... I heard it on the radio & wanted to read it, because
the audio versions are always adapted. Really enjoyed it, got through it in a day which is always
a good sign. Definitely one of his best, but whilst i do enjoy discworld books, I'm not the biggest
fan - hence not reading them at the time. I find it hard to adapt to funny fantasy, probably my age,
but as i get older my reading is widening, and i did enjoy this very much.”

Quincy McFannel, “Re-read 16 years after the first time: EVEN BETTER!. This is a re-read
review. Originally published here: http://www.abaddonbooks.com/post/661THIS IS WHERE
THE DRAGONS WENT.They lie…Not dead, not asleep. Not waiting, because waiting implies
expectation. Possibly the word we’re looking for here is……dormant.Insurrection is afoot in
Ankh-Morpork. A secret society have formed under the watchful, and diabolically manipulative
eye of The Supreme Grand Master and they’ve got their minds set on new leadership.*
Everything’s in place, they’ve got a book on how to summon dragons, they’ve got their plethora
of stolen magical items, and they’ve got a king.† Once their plan’s in motion they’ll be able to
oust the Patrician (the City’s benign dictator) and take over.Meanwhile Ankh-Morpork’s broken
and ineffective City Watch has grown by a quarter with the arrival of Carrot, a six foot six inch
Dwarf whose world has been turned upside down at the revelation of his heritage (he’s not really
a dwarf.)The new Corporal doesn’t quite understand the city ways of Thieves Guilds, The
Shades, Dwarf Bars, or his superior officer being drunk most of the day; but under the watchful
tutelage of the shabbiest Policemen of all time, he’ll go far. That along with an Orang-utan
Librarian reporting the loss of a very important book (aren’t they all) and a spate of mysterious
burnings, the Night Watch are going to have to work hard for it to be “12 O’clock and all’s
well!”Can Captain Samuel Vimes pull himself out of a bottle to solve the Crime of the Century?
Can Carrot stop arresting everyone he meets? Can Nobby pass an unlocked house without
taking anything? Can Corporal Colon get up the stairs without having to pause for breath? And
more importantly, can this ragtag group of coppers (plus one formidable high class Lady) save
the city from a creature that shouldn’t really exist?MATT SAYSWhen Abaddon started putting
together the re-read I very quickly asked to do Guards! Guards! It wasn’t my first Discworld book
(I actually think it was my fourth) but it’s always been a special book to me – all because my Dad
made a mistake.If we shoot back to 1999 (ten years after the book was first published) I asked
my Dad to get me Guards! Guards! as I’d just devoured Mort in two days. Instead of the novel,
he came home with the stage adaptation by Stephen Briggs. What happened next made my
final year of fifth form the only non-Sixth Form school year I enjoyed.Together with a group of
some of the most amazing creative cohorts possible, we petitioned the school to let us put on



our own production (up until this point the school only allowed student-led productions in the
Sixth form, there was an Avant Guards Guards joke made at the time: no one laughed then
either.) We came up against some resistance (and to be fair if you’re a teacher in charge of fifth
form productions and a group of precocious little buggers have taken your show as their own,
you’d be irked) but after months of hard work and Terry’s blessing, we put it on.It was the most
fun I had at school. I didn’t lead the group (an exceedingly talented young man called Andrew
spearheaded all the hard work and directed) but I loved seeing my idea coming to life, and other
people being as enthused as I was about the play. I cherry picked C.M.O.T. Dibbler (WITH
ONIONS!) for myself and I still have a TY beanie dragon in my office.After this the Watch books
became my go-to Pratchetts. Jingo had come out a couple of years before and the Fifth
Elephant was round the corner. I already knew I loved his books, but the mix of satire, engaging
plots and an eclectic mix of characters made my heart sing.So, to the re-read. I went into this
with a mix of trepidation and buoying nostalgia. On one hand I’d not read this for 16 years, could
it possibly be as amazing as I remembered? When you’re 15 pretty much everything you read
that’s smarter than you are (most things) is amazing, but what if it wasn’t? On the other, this
story is a defining part of my adolescence. I’m a father now, I have a house and grown up things;
wouldn’t it be nice to step back?In the end of course, I had nothing to be afraid of. I’ve been told
The Colour of Magic has dated somewhat but by Discworld book seven Pratchett was fully in his
stride. The parody is more subtle (or as subtle as he gets) and every aspect of the book
symbiotically works to produce an engaging and hilarious read.Looking back I know I missed a
lot of the nuance of his work. The main example being that I hadn’t clocked that Poor Old
Gaskin’s death had been the thing that had driven Vimes into his alcoholic malaise. Because
Vimes grows so much along the novels, it’s hard to remember the way he was as Guards!
Guards! opens.It’s also nice to see the introduction of people and places that are so important
later on. It had the feeling of re-watching a TV series with someone who’s never seen it, I kept
wanting to turn around and tell myself the importance of Detritus, Sybil and Pseudopolis
Yard.Even knowing what comes next, the book is a super hook for the run of Watch tales. It’s a
redemption story, which manages to parody your regular fantasy tropes like dragons and palace
guards, but also the good old fashioned police story.Getting back into Discworld made me
wonder how much of my love for it is how it influenced who am I now (I started reading these at
14), or is it speaking to my core as a person. Two pages in a footnote got me:The relevant
equation is: Knowledge = power = energy = matter = mass; a good bookshop is just a genteel
Black Hole that knows how to read.As my wife can attest, I spend a massive amount of time in
bookshops being caught in these black holes. He describes just before this an ‘old-fashioned
second-hand bookshop, one of those that look as though they were designed by M. Escher on a
bad day” which essentially is my watermark if a town is any good. Funnily enough I left my kids
with my parents yesterday to browse in one in Barmouth.I’m sure it’s a fair mix of who I am
anyway and how Terry’s writing was, that made me a devotee. I was lucky enough to meet him
twice (he referred to the teacher who was resisting our show as “a horse’s arse.”‡)As much as



I’ve enjoyed the re-read, and writing this, it was by no means easy. Look, I’m not saying I’ve felt a
loss anywhere near to his friends or family, but I do have a Pratchett shaped hole in my life.
Every year I had a book to look forward to like meeting a friend you only see once a year. Now I
have but one to come. I’m lucky as I haven’t read every Discworld yet, but I know a day will
come when I’ve read everything new to me.When you’re a 15 year old overweight bullied
dreamer, having books that speak to you and make you smile are your lifeblood. I would escape
to the Discworld when it all became too much, and I wish I’d had a chance to put that into words
for the man himself while he was still with us. We are all supremely lucky to have enjoyed his
work, and I intend now to watch my kids enjoy it.----*And the disposal of a brother-in-law’s fancy
new carriage, and a hated Green Grocer’s.†At the very least they have someone who’ll do.‡For
the record the teacher in question was brilliant in the end. He helped us massively with the
production, and he was a lovely teacher.”

The book by Terry Pratchett has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 6,430 people have provided feedback.
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